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IN THE CLAIMS 
The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for managing an information service which handles, 
contribution and distribution of digital contents and presentation of advertising messages to 
users of the information service via a plurality of user terminals over a computer network, the 
system comprising: 

a first database containing advertising messages provided from advertisers-whejhat 
subscribejo the information service with payment of advertisement fees; 

a second database containing a plurality of digital contents which are subject to legal 
protection on behalf of content proprietors; 

a presenting section that presents the advertising messages over the computer network 
to the users who us e th e information corvic o via the plurality of user terminals ; 

a contributing sectfon that contributes a digital content from one of the user via one of 
the user terminals together with status information indicating that the contributed digital content 
is subject to the legal protection and identifying a content proprietor of the contributed digital 
content which is created as a secondary work by the one user, who is different from the 
identified content proprietor: 

a registering section that registers the contributed digital content into the second 
database together with the status information: 

a distributing section that distributes the registered digital content[[s]] to tho uooro. 
another of the user via another of the user terminals upon request from the another user[[s]] 
over the computer network; and 

an allocating section that allocates at least a part of the advertisement fees collected 
from the subscribing advertisers to the content proprietors]] of th e registered digital co n t en ts 
d i stributed to tho usore content identified in the status information . 

2. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the second database 
contains protected digital contents subject to legal protection and non-protected digital contents 
not subject to legal protection, such that the allocating section allocates the collected 
advertisement fees to the proprietors only when the protected digital contents are distributed to 
the users via the user terminals . 

3. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1, furth e r compris i ng a contributing 
oootion that contributes digital contents from u se rs tog e ther with statuo information indicating 
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wheth er or not tho contributod dig i tal contents ar o subj e ct to the l ega l protection, and a 
r e gist e r i ng soot i on that registers the contributed d i gital content s i nto tho sooond dotabaoo 
together with tho statue information, such that wherein the allocating section allocates the 
collected advertisement fees only if the registered digital contents-arejs distributed under the 
legal protection as indicated by the status information. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1, wherein the second database 
contains a multiple of digital contents subject to legal protection on behalf of the same 
proprietor, such that the allocating section allocates a part of the collected advertisement fees to 
the same proprietor when any of the multiple of the digital contents is distributed to the users_via_ 
the user terminals . 

5. (Currently Amended) A method of managing an information service which handles 
contribution and d istribution of digital contents and presentation of advertising messages to 
user s of the information service via a plurality of user terminals over a computer network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

cr e ating providing a first database containing advertising messages provided from 
advertisers-whe that subscribe Jo the information service with payment of advertisement fees; 

cr e ating providing a second database containing a plurality of digital contents which are 
subject to legal protection on behalf of content proprietors; 

presenting the advertising messages over the computer network to the user s who use 
tho i nformation se rvic e via the plurality of the user terminals ; 

contributing a digital content from one of the users via one of the user terminals together 
with status information indicating that the contributed digital content is subject to the legal 
protection and identifying a content proprietor of the contributed digital content, which is created 
as a secondary work by the one user, who is different from the identified content proprietor 

registering the contributed digital content into the second database together with the 
status information: 

distributing the registered digital content[[s]] to th e us e r s another of the users via another 
of the user terminals upon request from the another user[[s]] over the computer network; and 

allocating at least a part of the advertisement fees collected from the subscribing 
advertisers to the content proprietor's]] of the registered digital contents diotributod to tho usore . 
content identified in the status information . 

3 

PACE 4/10 * RCVD AT 6/12/2008 7:56:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/14 ■ DNIS:2738300 • C SID: 7032486833 * DURATION (mnvss): 03-24 



06/12/2006 18:56 ' 7032486833 



LYLE KIMMS 



PAGE 05/10 



Sn. 10/016,079 Attorney Docket no. suzu:002 

6. {Currently Amended) The method according to claim 5, wherein the second database 
contains protected digital contents subject to legal protection and non-protected digital contents 
not subject to legal protection, such that the allocating of the collected advertisement fees to the 
proprietors is effected only when the protected digital contents are distributed to the users via 
the user terminals , 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 5, further compr i sing th e s teps of 
contributing d i gital oontonto from us e r s tog e th e r w i th status i nformation i nd i cat i ng wh e th e r or not 
th e contributod dig i tal contents aro subj e ct to the l egal protect i on, and rogistor i ng th e 
contributed digita l cont e nts i nto tho s e cond database togothor with tho status i nformation, suoh 
tha i wherein the allocating of the collected advertisement fees is effected only if the registered 
digital contents-afejs distributed under the legal protection as indicated by the status 
information. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 5, wherein the second database 
contains a multiple of digital contents subject to legal protection on behalf of the same 
proprietor, such that a part of the collected advertisement fees is allocated to the same 
proprietor when any of the multiple of the digital contents is distributed to the users via the user 
terminals . 

9. (Currently Amended) A machine readable medium for use in a server having a CPU and 
managing an information service which handles contribution and distribution of digital contents 
and presentation of advertising messages to user s of the information service via a plurality of 
user terminals over a computer network, the medium containing program instructions 
executable by the CPU for causing the server to perform a method comprising the steps of: 

managing a first database containing advertising messages provided from advertisers 
who that subscribe Jo the information service with payment of advertisement fees; 

managing a second database containing a plurality of digital contents which are subject 
to legal protection on behalf of content proprietors; 

presenting the advertising messages over the computer network to the users who us e 
tho information service via the plurality of the user terminals : 

contributing a digital content from one of users via one of the user terminals together 
with status information indicating that the contributed digital content is subject to the legal 

4 

PAGE 5/10 ' RCVD AT 6/12/2008 7:56:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/H ■ DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID: 7032486833 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):03-24 



06/12/2006 18:56 * 7032486833 LYLE KIMMS PAGE 06/10 



Sn. 10/016,079 ATTORNEY DOCKET No. SUZU:002 

protection and identifying a content proprietor of the contributed digital content which is created 
as a secondary work by the one user, who is different from the identified content proprietor: 
registering the contributed digital content into the second database together with the 
status information; 

distributing the registered digital content[[s]] to tho users another of the users via another 
of the user terminals upon request from th e another userfls}] over the computer network; and 

allocating at least a part of the advertisement fees collected from the subscribing 
advertisers to the content proprietors]] of the registered digital contents distributed to tho uocro. 
content identified in the status information . 

10. (Currently Amended) The machine readable medium according to claim 9, wherein the 
second database contains protected digital contents subject to legal protection and non- 
protected digital contents not subject to legal protection, such that the allocating of the collected 
advertisement fees to the proprietors is effected only when the protected digital contents are 
distributed to the users via the user terminals . 

11. (Currently Amended) The machine readable medium according to claim 9, wherein4be- 
m e thod further oompr i soo tho stops of contributing d i g i ta l oontonto from uooro togothor w i th 
status informat i on i nd i coting whether or not tho contribut e d d i g i tal contonte oro oubjoot to tho 
le gal protect i on, and roglotoring tho contribu te d dig i t al contonto i nto tho second database 
together with tho statue i nformation, such that the allocating of the collected advertisement fees 
is effected only if the registered digital contente-aFejs distributed under the legal protection as 
indicated by the status information. 

12. (Currently Amended) The machine readable medium according to claim 9, wherein the 
second database contains a multiple of digital contents subject to legal protection on behalf of 
the same proprietor, such that a part of the collected advertisement fees is allocated to the 
same proprietor when any of the multiple of the digital contents is distributed to the users via the 
user terminals. 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage device storing a computer program 
executable by a server for managing an information service which handles contribution and 
distribution of digital contents and presentation of advertising messages to users of the 
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information service via a plurality of user terminals over a computer network, the computer 
program comprising the st e ps o f instructions for : 

managing a first database containing advertising messages provided from advertisers 
wh o that subscribejo the information service with payment of advertisement fees; 

managing a second database containing a plurality of digital contents which are subject 
to legal protection on behalf of content proprietors; 

presenting the advertising messages over the computer network to the user s who us e 
tho information s e rv i c e via the plurality of user terminals : 

contributing a digital content from one of the users via one of the user term inals together 
with status information indicating that the contributed digital c ontent is subject to the legal 
protection and identifying a content proprietor of the contributed digital content, w hich is created 
as a secondary work by the one user, who is different from the identified content p roprietor; 

registering the contributed digital content into the second database together with the 
status information: 

distributing the registered digital content[[s]] to tho usors another of the users via another 
of the user terminals upon request from the another user[[s]] over the computer network; and 

allocating at least a part of the advertisement fees collected from the subscribing 
advertisers to the content proprietors]] of the registered digital cont e nts d i stributed to tho us e rs. 
content identified in the status information . 

14. {Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage devic e progr a m according to claim 
13, wherein the second database contains protected digital contents subject to legal protection 
and non-protected digital contents not subject to legal protection, such that the allocating of the 
collected advertisement fees to the proprietors is effected only when the protected digital 
contents are distributed to the users via the user terminals . 

15. (Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage device program according to claim 
13, further comprising tho st o ps of contributing dig i tal contents from usors togeth e r with ototus 
i nformation indicating whother or not tho contr i buted dig i ta l contents ar o oubjoot to tho loga l 
protection, and reg i ster i ng tho contributed dig i ta l contents into th o s e cond database togothor 
w i th the status informat i on, such tha t wherein the allocating of the collected advertisement fees 
is effected only if the registered digital contents-afejs distributed under the legal protection as 
indicated by the status information. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage devic e program according to claim 
13, wherein the second database contains a multiple of digital contents subject to legal 
protection on behalf of the same proprietor, such that a part of the collected advertisement fees 
is allocated to the same proprietor when any of the multiple of the digital contents is distributed 
to the users via the user terminals . 
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